About Pierre Regional Airport
Originally constructed 1942 as the Pierre Army Airfield by the U.S. Army, the Pierre
Regional Airport (PIR) was used as a training facility for B-17, P-40 and P-47 pilots
during World War II. The Army deactivated the airfield in 1945 but engineers continued
to maintain the it until the City of Pierre purchased it a year later.
Today, the Pierre Regional Airport is still owned and operated by the City of Pierre. The
full-time airport manager, a city employee, manages all day-to-day airport operations.
Other city employees provide a range of services, including daily maintenance, snow
removal and emergency response. The Airport's primary features include two runways
nearly 6,900 feet long, a taxiway system, a passenger terminal and support area, and a
general aviation (GA) area. There is a precision instrument approach for Runway 31
and two non-precision instrument approaches for Runways 7 and 25.
Covering about 1,800 acres, the Airport is located within Pierre city limits, three miles
east of the city center and four miles east of the Missouri River. Steep ravines dominate
the largely undeveloped land to the east and south while land to the west towards Pierre
has fewer ravines and is generally used for agriculture, housing and industry. To the
north, the land is more level and agricultural use is the most prevalent, with some
industrial and residential uses.
Six airports are located within approximately 60 miles of PIR. These airports have
considerably shorter runways than the Pierre Regional Airport and do not have
scheduled passenger service. The closest airport with passenger service is Huron,
located 120 miles to the east. The next closest airport with passenger service is in
Rapid City, 176 road miles to the west.
The Pierre Regional Airport serves the aviation-related needs of the state capital, its
residents and the businesses of central South Dakota - playing a vital role in the state's
economy and transportation system. Last year, the Airport had the fourth highest
number of passenger flights per year in the state (behind Sioux Falls, Rapid City, and
Aberdeen) and was fourth in annual takeoffs and landings (operations).
The Pierre Regional Airport is certified by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) as
an air carrier airport. This certification allows the Airport to be served by scheduled or
unscheduled passenger flights with aircraft having a seating capacity of 30 or more. To
obtain this certification, the Airport must meet (and continue to meet) the requirements
of Federal Aviation Regulations (FAR) Part 139, which prescribes rules governing the
operation of airports offering passenger operations.

The South Dakota DOT also has an airport classification system. According to these
criteria, PIR is functionally classified as a Transport/Commercial Service airport. Airports
designated as Transport/Commercial Service are able to accommodate commercial air
carrier aircraft and business jets with approach speeds in excess of 121 knots and by
having paved runways over 5,000 feet in length.
Pierre Regional Airport is served by Great Lakes Aviation (code share partners with
United and Frontier and an interline agreement with Delta Airlines). Great Lakes
operates 19-seat Beech 1900 turboprop aircraft and 30 seat Embraer EMB 120 Brazilia
turboprop's. As the only airport in central South Dakota that provides scheduled air
carrier service, PIR plays an important role as a convenient airport for the residents and
businesses of this area.
Mustang Aviation is the fixed base operator (FBO) at the Pierre Regional Airport. It
provides users of the Airport with services such as "on demand" charters, fuel sales,
major and minor airframe repair, engine repair, turbine starting, deicing and aircraft
washing. Terminal services and amenities provided include a pilot's lounge, weather
information center, flight briefing room, storage and vending/concessions. It also runs
flight instruction and ground school training, with each program serving approximately
40 students a year. Also operating at PIR are three agricultural spraying businesses,
one of which also provides aircraft sales.
Pierre Regional Airport, A Look Back...

March 9, 1911 – Little more than eight years after the Wright Brothers had made their first flight
at Kitty Hawk, the skies of South Dakota opened to aviation.
Pilot Hugh Robinson of the Curtiss Aerial Exhibition Company called upon several men in the
small crowd to help push his Curtiss Model “D” Pusher into position for his take off. He fired up

the 50 horsepower, rear mounted engine – a configuration that ‘pushed’ the aircraft through the
air, and . . . he took off.
The concept of powered flight at that time was so difficult to imagine that some people actually
believed that the Wright Brothers flight was a hoax, the ‘TV set moon landing’ of its time. But
in the skies over Rapid City folks found proof – aviation was real, and it had arrived in South
Dakota.
Among the crowd watching was a young man named Saxe Pitts Gantz, born in Rapid City in
1883. Gantz would be so inspired by what he saw that he would study at the School of Mines
and eventually become South Dakota’s first pilot.
Robinson and his Curtiss “D” found their way to an airfield near Pierre in 1915. He was not the
first pilot to land at the Pierre airfield, but Robbinson’s $5,000 Curtiss “D” was easily the biggest
draw the tiny Capital City had ever seen to that time. His visit to Pierre literally put the airfield
on the map – the pilots maps that were just beginning to be developed.
The Capital City was filed with optimism as the community speculated about the great times in
which they lived. A photograph of Robinson’s Curtiss racing a train past the newly completed
South Dakota State Capitol Building seemed, to many, to capture the boundless energy and
enthusiasm for what the future would bring to Pierre.

Wednesday, March 9, 2011 was the 100th Anniversary of Flight in South Dakota.
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