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CHAPTER 2: FACILITY & ENVIRONMENTAL INVENTORY 

Introduct ion   

The Inventory chapter represents a summation of the existing Pierre Regional Airport  (the Airport) 

facilities and their condition during the on-site assessment, which was conducted during March and 

April of 2017. The inventory effort included an on -site facility assessment supplemented with a 

comprehensive data collection effort. The on -site assessment included a visual inspection of all existing 

airport facilities including the airfield (runways, taxiways, and aprons) and airport structures (hangars, 

terminal building, fixed base operator facilities) and support facilities (airport rescue  and firefighting 

facilities ð ARFF, fuel storage, maintenance facilities, etc.). The data collection effort included the 

compilation of previous Airport studies, historical airport activity statistics, regional socio -economic 

characteristics, pertinent ci ty and county planning and development studies, historical development 

projects funded by the FAA, local utility information, and any other information that would identify 

and support the Airport Master Plan for Pierre Regional Airport and provide a baseli ne framework to 

evaluate the airport facility.  

The information compiled during the Inventory effort will be used to assess the existing facilities ability 

to meet the projected airport needs identified in subsequent sections of the master plan. This 

assessment will provide the basis for formulating the recommended development plan to support 

future airport activity. Please refer to the various appendices referenced within the study narrative for 

more detailed information.  

This chapter provides an inventory of the following elements : 

¶ Background 

¶ Facility Inventory  

o Land 

o Airfield Facilities  

o NAVAIDS & Airspace 

o Commercial Terminal  

o General Aviation 

o Support Facilities  

o Ground Access, Circulation & Parking 

o Other 

¶ Surrounding Land Use 

¶ Financial Overview 

¶ Environmental Inventory  

Background 

General  

Pierre Regional Airport (FAA ID: PIR) is South Dakotaõs fourth busiest airport and is located within the 

City of Pierre, South Dakotaõs state capital, which is located in Hughes County in central South Dakota. 

PIR is a commercial service airport providing scheduled passenger service, overnig ht cargo, and full 

general aviation services. According to Federal Aviation Administration records the Airport served 

34,680 flight operations , 8,113 of which were commercial operations  and enplaned 7,709 passengers in 

2015. PIR is classified by FAA as a Virtual P rimary commercial service airport .  
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The airport is a critical community asset providing vital connectivity for the state capital and 

throughout  the region. The airport has two runways. Runway 7/25  is paved and lighted at 6,881 feet 

long and 150 feet wide and is capable of accommodating non-precision instrument approaches during 

poor weather. Runway 13/31  is also paved and lighted with a length of 6,900 feet and width of 100 feet 

with precision inst rument approach capabilities.  

PIR provides a wide range of aeronautical functions including commercial service, emergency response, 

corporate aviation, community access and agricultural support. According to the FAA records as of 

February 2017, the airport  is home to 63 locally -confirmed based aircraft with an average of 95 

operations per day.  

 Area Setting  and History  

The City of Pierre is located on the west bank of the Missouri River on the Fort Pierre plain in central 

South Dakota. The Fort Pierre plain  is a level area that provides ready access to the Missouri River and 

is the oldest continuous area of white settlement in South Dakota. The plain is bordered by rolling hills 

on the west, which combined with the presence of the Missouri River made the loc ation an ideal site 

for settlement.  

The initial settlers in this area were American Indian tribes. Europeans first explored the area in the 

mid 1700õs with Lewis and Clark following in the early 1800õs. A number of trading forts and posts were 

constructed in the region beginning in 1817. Abundant wildlife resulted in the development of the area 

as a fur-trading center. The discovery of gold in 1874 in the Black Hills sparked the growth of the City 

of Fort Pierre since the shortest route from the east to the  Black Hills was by steamboat up the 

Missouri River to Fort Pierre then overland to the Black Hills. Pierre and Fort Pierre were small 

settlements that initially provided support to the fur trading industry. However, the discovery of gold 

heightened their importance during the Black Hills gold rush and contributed significantly to their 

growth. 1 

The City of Pierre 

was platted in 

1880 after the 

arrival of the 

Chicago & North 

Western (C&NW) 

railroad and the 

town grew from a 

few dozen to 

almost 500 by the 

end of that year. 

Congress enacted 

legislation in 1889 

that divided a 

portion of the 

Sioux Reservation 

and opened the 

remainder of the 

reservation to 

homesteaders, 

which resulted in an influx of people into Pierre and Fort Pierre in the hope of filing a homes tead claim 

on land to the west.  

                                                 
1 Early Development of Pierre and Fort Pierre, National Park Service, NPS.gov 
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Congress also divided the Dakota Territory into two separate states in 1889, which caused a number of 

towns in the state to contend for the site of the state capital. In all, three separate elections were 

held to select the site of the state capital. In 1904, the final election was held to determine the site of 

the state capital and Pierre was successful, which resulted in a building boom.  

Following the 1904 selection of Pierre as the permanent state capital the residents of South Dakota 

decided to build a permanent state capital building, with construction beginning in 1905 and 

completion in 1910. A railroad bridge, one of the last major hurdles to development across the Missouri 

River was constructed in 1907, further opening  the region for development and settlement. Prior to 

completion of the railroad bridge, ferryboats transported people and goods across the Missouri River. 

After its construction the railroad assumed the role the ferryboats had previously served. Constructi on 

of the permanent state capital in Pierre resulted in a further building boom.  

Airport Setting  

The airport is sited at an elevation of approximately 1, 744 feet above mean sea level and comprises 

approximately 1,800 1,900 acres within the Pierre city limi ts. The urbanized area of Pierre is located 

southwest of the Pierre Regional Airport. The airport is located on relatively level terrain with steep 

ravines to the east and south. North of the Airport lies relatively level land that is devoted to 

agricultur e. The City of Pierre is located on the northern bank of the Missouri River with a combination 

of hills and ravines immedi ately to the north of the city.  

Land use in the immediate airport vicinity is primarily Agricultural/Undeveloped. A small pocket of 

residential land use is located between South Airport Road and Northstar Avenue  with Commercial and 

Industrial land uses scattered along the Airportõs western and northern boundaries. 

 (See Environmental Inventory section for more details on specific environmental resources.)  Figure 2-

1: Airport Location Map provides an overview of  the airportõs local environment. 

Climate  

Local weather conditions are a significant factor in the design o f airport facilities. Temperature affects 

runway length, wind direction and speed affect runway orientation, and visibility and cloud ceiling 

conditions determine  the need for runway navigational aids and lighting. Over the last 10 years the 

average maximum temperature in the hottest mon th (July) has been 88.8 degrees Fahrenheit. 

The City of Pierre is located within the humid continental climate zone with mild summers and cold, 

harsh winters. The Pierre average annual temperature is 47.2 degrees Fahrenheit with annual 

precipitation of 19.95 inches of rain and 31 inches of snowfall. The area experiences wide temperature  

extremes. Snowfall on average occurs from October through April.  

Prevailing winds are from the north -northwest  and are aligned with the airpo rtõs runway configuration. 

Crosswind or tailwind conditions can be hazardous to aircraft operations if they exceed the operational 

capabilities of the airplane or flight crew. The current all -weather combined wind coverage of all 

runways exceeds the FAA minimum recommendation of 95 percent.  

Location  

The City of Pierre is located in central South Dakota, and is the county seat of Hughes County and the 

capital of the state of South Dakota. Pierre is located approximately 234 driving miles west of Sioux 

Falls, SD; 193 driving miles east of Rapid City, SD; and 209 miles south of Bismarck, North Dakota. The 

City is located at the junction of U.S. Routes 14 and 83, major east -west and north -south U.S. 
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highways, respectively and South Dakota Route 34, which provide s additional access to the east. The 

airport is located approximately three miles north east of the Pierre  central business district . Access to 

the airport is via a variety of routes including North Euclid Avenue to East 4th Street and then Airport 

Way or alternatively, via East Wells Avenue to North Garfield Avenue to Airport Way.  

  



 

Pierre Regional Airport : Airport Master Plan Study   September 2017July 2017  Draft  
Chapter 2: Facility & Environmental Inventory   Page 2-5 

Figure 2-1 ς Airport Location Map 
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Airport Ownership & Management  

The Pierre Regional Airport is owned and operated by the City of Pierre. The Airport staff is responsible 

for the airportõs daily operation and maintenance. The Airport staff  works cooperatively with staff 

from the city of Pierre. The Airport Director and his staff handle day -to-day airport management . PIR 

directly employs a total of 13 people (this number includes 9 part -time  employees), however there are 

many more people employed through the businesses that operate at the airport .  

Airport History  

The cityõs original airport was constructed in 1927. However, that facility was deemed inadequate and 

a new airport was developed in 1937 at the existing site . The US Army acquired the present airport in 

1942 to support the effort in World War II  and operated the airfield as the Pierre Army Airfield .  The 

airfield was operated as a B -17, P-40, and P-47 pilot training facility and a maintenance and supply 

depot.  The Army no longer needed the facility after the war ended and the airport was deactivated in 

1945 and subsequently sold back to the City of Pierre in 1947.  

The Airportõs history as a commercial service airport is outlined below:  

Mainline Air Service:  

¶ Commercial service commenced in early 1950õs with Western Airlines; 
o Minneapolis ð St. Paul service with DC3; 
o Upgraded service to Convair 240 and DC-6 ð later Lockheed Electra;  

¶ North Central Airlines provided service;  

o Minneapolis ð St. Paul service with Convair 340, 440 and 580;  

¶ Western and North Central Airlines initiated Boeing 737 and MD DC-9 service in the early 70õs; 

¶ Western Airlines also provided service to Rapid City and Sioux Falls 

¶ North Central Airlines also provided service to Aberdeen and Rapid City;  

¶ North Central Airlines merged with Southern Airways to form Republic Airlines;  

¶ Republic Airlines ended service to Pierre in 1981;  

¶ Western Airlines ended service to Pierre in 1985.  
 
Mainline commercial service at PIR ended in 1985. However, Mesaba Airlines initiated  

commuter/regional airline service beginning in 1984 with service to Minneapolis ð St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Highlights of the commuter/regional airline service  include: 

¶ Service by three commuters in 1994 ð 
o United Express (Great Lakes) for United Airlines ð Beech 1900; 
o Northwest Airlink (Mesaba) for Northwest ð Swearingen Metroliner;  
o AirVantage Airlines - Swearingen Metroliner.  

¶ By 1997 two carriers served the Airport:  
o Northwest Airli nk (Mesaba) for Northwest ð Saab 340; 
o Great Lakes Beech 1900. 

 
A complete list of major airport development projects that received funding from FAA and the State 

can be found in Appendix X: Airport Funding & History.  

Airport Role & Design  

PIR provides a range of aeronautical functions including commercial air  service, air cargo, and full  

general aviation  services. 

PIR serves the aviation demands for the Pierre Micropolitan  area in South Dakota and attracts airline 

passengers from surrounding communities in central South Dakota. Other airports providing scheduled 
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commercial air carrier service include Aberdeen Regional (118 miles distant ), Rapid City Regional (139 

miles distant ), and Sioux Falls Regional (186 miles distant ).  

Table 2-1 ς Area Commercial Service Airports 

Airport Name  FAA ID 
Location 
from PIR 

2016 
Enplanements  

FAA Classification  

Pierre Regional  PIR - 7,696 Virtual -Primary 

Aberdeen Regional ABR 118 miles 26,529 Non-Primary 

Rapid City Regional RAP 139 miles 272,098 Non-Primary 

Sioux Falls Intõl FSD 186 miles 506,994 Primary Small-Hub 

Sioux City SUX 240 miles 35,517 Commercial Service 
Source: FAA Airport Master Record, BTS Airport Passenger Data, and KLJ Analysis, 2017. 

The airport is part of the National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems (NPIAS) as classified by the 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). NPIAS airports are vital to the national air transportation 

system. According to FAA standards, the airport is classified as a Virtual Primary commercial airport 

currently enplaning fewer  than 10,000 passengers. (A detailed discussion of the FAA Classification will 

be presented in the Forecast chapter.)  Appendix X: Airport Classification  contains more information 

on this topic with Chapter 6: Implementation providing additional information about the Federal 

funding programs available to the  Pierre Regional Airport. The airport is certificated under FAR Part 

139 guidelines as a Class I airport certificated to serve scheduled operations of large air carrier 

aircraft.  

The South Dakota State Aviation System Plan (SDSASP), completed by the South Dakota Aeronautics 

Commission (SDAC) in 2010, categorized PIR as a commercial service airport.  PIR supports the national 

and state aviation system by providing the surrounding communities with access to regional, national, 

and international mark ets. 

The FAAõs Airport Reference Code (ARC) identifies a design category based on aircraft wingspan, tail 

height and approach speed for aircraft types that regularly use the airport. The last PIR Airport Layout 

Plan prepared in 2008 identifie d the ARC classification of Runway 7/25  as C-III and of Runway 13/31  as 

C-IV2. An example aircraft in the ARC C-III category would be an Avroliner RJ 85 while a representative 

C-IV aircraft would be a Boeing 767 . Although not identified on the ALP, t he existing taxiway design 

group (TDG) width is TDG-5 for the design aircraft . See Chapter 4: Facility Requirements  for more 

details on FAA design classifications. 

Table 2-2 ς Airport Role & Design 

Airport ID  State Classification  FAA Classification  ARC TDG 

PIR Primary Commercial Service 
Virtual Primary Commercial 

Service 
C-II 5 

Source: Federal Aviation Administration , SD State Aviation System Plan (2015), PIR Airport Layout Plan   
ARC = Airport Reference Code, TDG = Taxiway Design Group 

It should be noted that  current aircraft types that regularly use the airport  have an ARC classification 

of C-II and TDG-5. More information on the design aircraft can be found in Chapter 3: Aviation Activity 

Forecasts.  

                                                 
2 The last approved FAA ALP was completed in 1991 

http://www.gcr1.com/5010web/airport.cfm?Site=GFK&CFID=9667117&CFTOKEN=64898739
file:///C:/Users/benmello/Desktop/PIR/BTS%20Airport%20Passenger%20Data
http://www.faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/npias/reports/
http://www.faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/passenger_allcargo_stats/categories/
http://www.faa.gov/airports/airport_safety/part139_cert/
http://www.faa.gov/airports/airport_safety/part139_cert/
http://www.faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/passenger_allcargo_stats/categories/
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Airport Service Area  

According to the 2013 Air Service Analysis, the PIR catchment area  for commercial service has a 

population of 69,958 residents across 65 zip codes as outlined in purple in Figure 2 -2. The catchment 

area for general aviation , based on discussions with airport management include the area  outlined  in 

yellow . 
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Figure 2-2 ς Airport Catchment Area 
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Airport Activity  

PASSENGER AIRLINES 

The Pierre Regional Airport provides scheduled airline serv ice through Aerodynamics Inc. (ADI) 

operating as Great Lakes Jet Express, with non-stop service to Denver International Airport  and 

Watertown Airport . Great Lakes Jet Express began operations in the summer of 2016. Scheduled airline 

departures for March of 2017 are shown below with  24 scheduled departure s.    

Table 2-3 ς Passenger Airline Service (March 2017) 

Airline  Destination  Frequency  Aircraft Type s (Seats) 

ADI Denver International  (DIA) 12/week  ERJ145 (50) 

ADI Watertown Regional (ATY) 12/week  ERJ145 (50) 

Source: Bureau of Transportation Statistics T -100 

 

Enplanements, or each passenger boarding an aircraft for a specific destination, are recorded and 

tracked throughout the  year.  PIR has experienced a drop in  annual enplanements since the last Air port 

Master Plan in 2004, going from a high of enplanements in the 16,000õs down to 7,709 in 2015. The 

enplanement number for 2016 has risen back above 10,000 and 2017 numbers are rising as well.  This 

increase is a result of the new service from ADI.  The 10,000-enplanement threshold is significant  since 

commercial service airports with more than 10,000 annual enplanements receive $1,000,000 annually 

in FAA entitlement funding. As n oted previously, the Forecast chapter will provide a comprehensive 

discussion of the Airportõs FAA classification. 

REGULAR AIR CARGO SERVICE 

Pierre Regional Airport is currently home to regular air cargo service for FedEx freight and mail  and 

UPS. FedEx air cargo is served through CSA Air, Inc., which is a feeder FedEx and operates Cessna 208 

Caravan aircraft.  Mustang Aviation provides air cargo services for UPS using Beech 1900 aircraft.  The 

United States Postal Service (USPS) does not  serve the airport.  

The airport processed over 4.5 million pounds of cargo in 2016; this rate has stayed consistent over the 

past several years. 

GENERAL AVIATION & FIXED BASE OPERATORS 

General aviation  and small commercial operators  makes up a significant portion of the airpo rt activity 

at PIR. Flights are for various purposes including air ambulance/ medical transport, business/corporate 

travel, perso nal travel, flight training, recreation , and tourism. 

Mustang Aviation (formerly Capital City Air Carrier ) is the airportõs sole Fixed Base Operator (FBO), and 

provides aviation services to the public including mobile fueling, ground handling, transient aircraft 

storage, hangar leases, pilot lounge, and on -call aircraft maintenance. Mustang Aviation also handles 

charter flights wit h their King Air 200 , King Air 90 and Piper Navajo Chieftain  and perform s ground 

services for ADIsõ regularly scheduled commercial flights.  

There are several regular operators that use PIR as their home base. One primary operator is the State 

of South Dakota Department of Transportation, which currently has two (2) Beech King Air 200 õs one 

Beech King Air 90; one Bell OH-58 helicopter and they also have access to a Cessna 206, that they fly 

occasionally.   Avera St. Mary's hospital participates in the Careflight  network operated by Avera 

McKennan Hospital out of Sioux Falls with Beech King Air 200õs for long distance critical care air 

http://www.transtats.bts.gov/tables.asp?db_id=111&DB_Name=
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medical transport flights. The  aircraft  are based out of  Sioux Falls with  multiple airports  and 

communities, including Pierre  that serve as satellite bases to conduct operations.  

OTHER ACTIVITY METRICS 

Based Aircraft  

The FAA Airport Master Record Form 5010 shows a total of 62 fixed wing based aircraft and one 

helicopter at PIR  as of April 2017. The majority of these based aircraft are noted as single -engine (47), 

with 14 multi -engine, 1 jet, and 1 helicopter.  For reference, t he 2010 State Aviation System Plan 

forecast 108 based aircraft at PIR in  2015 increasing to 126 based aircraft in 2030. The national based 

aircraft website shows a current confirmed based aircraft total of 63 aircraft. A comprehensive 

discussion and resolution of discrepancies in current based aircraft numbers will be provided in the 

Forecast chapter.  

Annual Operations  

The FAA Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) published in January 2017 indicates there were an estimated 

31,490 annual flight operations (takeoff and landings) at PIR in 2016 , which represents approximately 

86 operations per day. Approximately 24 percent of these flights  were conducted within the PIR local 

airport area. The FAA projects no annual growth through the year 2045. The State Aviation System Plan 

forecast 29,333 annual flight operations in 2015 increasing to 31,361 operations in 2030.  

See Chapter 3: Aviation Act ivity Forecasts  for more information on existing and projected PIR airport 

activity.   

Table 2-14 ς Airport Activity Summary 

FAA Validated Aircraft (2016 ) Confirmed Local Based Aircraft  FAA TAF Annual Operations  

63 63 31,490 
Source: Federal Aviation Administration , Airport Records , FAA 5010, Basedaircraft.com , KLJ Analysis 

The table below s ummarizes the major operators from 2016 . 

Table 2-25 ς 2016 Airport Operation Categories 

Organization/Type  Aircraft Type(s)  2016 Operations  

Air Taxi 
Beech Jet 400 

Bombardier Global 5000 
Beech 1900 

1,316 IFR) 

Air Cargo 
Beechcraft King Air C-90 

Cessna Caravan 
228 (IFR) 

Air Medical Flights  Beechcraft King Air B-200 225 (IFR) 

Other Air Charter  
Beechcraft King Air C-90 

Gates Learjet  
Pilatus PC-12 

134 (IFR) 

Source: FAA Traffic Flow Management System (TFMS), City of Pierre  

A complete listing of FAA recorded Instrument Flight Rules (IFR) operations operated on an  IFR flight 

plan can be found in Appendix X: Aviation Activity & Forecast Data . See Chapter 3: Forecasts  for 

more detailed information on existing and projected PIR based aircraft and aircraft operations.  

Faci l i ty  Inventory   

An inventory of Pierre Regional Airport  facilities was performed to establish a baseline for determining 

required future improvements. As discussed in the following sections, PIR airport facilities  are grouped 

http://www.faa.gov/airports/airport_safety/airportdata_5010/
https://basedaircraft.com/bacounts/counts.asp
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into several categories: land, airfield , navigational aids (NAVAIDS)/airspace, commercial services, 

general aviation, support, access/parking  and other facilities.  

Land 

The City of Pierre owns 1,924.24 acres of airport  property in fee simple  (that is with clear title) . The 

airport was originally the Pierre Army Airfield constructed during World War II as a training facility for 

B-17, P-40 and P-47 pilots.  The airport was transferred on October 22, 1947 from the U.S. Government 

to the City of  Pierre using the Surplus Property Act of 1944.  This 1947 transfer was for 1,800 acres of 

the existing property.  Other property was added in 1971 and 2008 -09 for expanded navigational aids 

and for acquisition of runway protection zones.  Airport land is leased to private parties for 

aeronautical uses.  There are non -aeronautical leases as well for agricultural production, South Dakota 

Highway Patrol emergency vehicle operations course ( approximately  60 acres) and a solar energy farm 

(approx. 10 acres). In addition, several leases are in place affiliated with Pierre Economic Development 

Corporation for an industrial park south and west of Airport Road on approximately 30 acres of airport 

property.  

An update to the Figure òAó/Airport Property Map will be completed to identify property ownership, 

easements, and encumbrances as part of this Master Plan . Please see the current Figure òAó/Airport 

Property Map located in Appendix X: Airport Layout Plan for further details.  See the Airport 

Compliance section for further discussion on non -aeronautical land uses and airport compliance issues.  

Airfield  Facilities  

Airside facilities are those necessary for aircraft surface movement, such as runways, taxiways, aprons 

and associated lighting, marking and signa ge systems. A map depicting existing airport airside 

components is presented in Figure 2 -3: Airfield  Facilities Map . Information on design codes is 

contained in Chapter 4 : Facility Requirements .  

RUNWAY 7/ 25 

Runway 7/ 25 has an existing length of 6,881 feet and is 150 feet wide.  The runway is designated as an 

air carrier runway  maintained to Part 139 standards . The runway is currently designed to meet FAA 

Runway Design Code (RDC) C-III standards as identified on the 2004 Airport Layout Plan . 

The runway pavement surface is polymer-modified grooved asphalt  to help increase surface friction  

during wet runway conditions . The pavement is designed to accommodate regular use of up to 91,000 

pound aircraft in a single wheel mai n landing gear configuration, 114 ,000 pound aircraft in a double -

wheel main landing gear configuration and 145,000 pound aircraft in a double tandem main landing 

gear wheel and strut configuration. The runwayõs Pavement Classification Number (PCN) is published as 

58/F/C/W/T.   The runway has a modification to standard letter dated October 14, 1999 for line of site 

issues. 

RUNWAY 13/ 31 

Runway 13/31  is the primary  runway at PIR and is constructed of asphalt pavement with  an existing 

runway length of 6,900 feet and a width of  100 feet. The runway is designated as an air carrier runway 

maintained to Part 139 standards. Runway 13/31  is currently designed to accommodate FAA RDC C-IV, 

standards providing operational capability to accommodate aircraft up to a Boeing 767 aircraft  as 

noted on the 2004 ALP. Runway 31 is designed to accommodate a precision instrument approach while 

Runway 13 is designed for a non-precision instrument approach with vertical guidance.  

The pavement is designed to accommodate regular use of up to 91,000-pound aircraft in a single wheel 

main landing gear configuration, 108,000 pound aircraft in a double -wheel main landing gear 

configuration and 168,000 pound aircraft in a double tandem main landing gear wheel and strut 
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configuration. The runwayõs PCN is published as 51/F/C/W/T.  A 100-foot long and 125-foot wide blast 

pad is located beyond each runway end for jet blast soil erosion protection.  

Table 2-6 ς Runway Facility Summary 

Component  
Runway  

7/25 
Runway  
13/3 1 

Runway Length (feet)  6,881õ 6,900õ 

Runway Width (feet)  150õ 100õ 

Runway Surface Material Asphalt Asphalt 

Runway Surface Treatment Grooved Grooved 

   Single Wheel Pavement Strength 91,000 lbs. 91,000 lbs. 

   Double Wheel Pavement Strength 114,000 lbs. 108,000 lbs. 

Dual Tandem Pavement Strength 180,000 lbs. 168,000 lbs. 

Pavement Classification Number 58/F/C/W/T  51/F/C/W/T  

Runway Design Code C-III-5000 C-IV-2400 
Source: Airport Facility Directory , FAA Airport Master Record ,  2008 ALP (not signed) 
R = Flexible  Pavement, B = Subgrade Category (Medium Strength), C = Subgrade Category (Poor Strength), W = 
Unrestricted Tire Pressure, T = Technical Analysis  

http://www.gcr1.com/5010web/ReportToPrint5010.asp?au=PU&o=PU&faasite=17349.1*A&fn=AFD12102015GFK
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Figure 2-3 ς Airfield Facilities Map 

 

  



 

Pierre Regional Airport : Airport Master Plan Study   September 2017July 2017  Draft  
Chapter 2: Facility & Environmental Inventory   Page 2-15 

HELIPADS 

PIR does not currently have a designated helipad . 

TAXIWAYS 

PIR is served by a system of taxiways to facilitate the movement of aircraft from the runway 

environment to other airpor t facilities including hangars and aircraft parking aprons. Locations and 

identifiers are depicted  in Figure 2 -2. Parallel  taxiway A serves runway 13/31  with  entrance taxiways 

labeled numerically in sequence along the runway.  All taxiways have an asphalt surface unless 

otherwise identified.  

¶ Parallel Taxiway A  is a 50-foot wide full -length apron edge taxiway serving the primary 

Runway 13/3 1. The taxiway is offset from the runway centerline by 400 feet. Taxiway A 

provides aircraft access to the FBO, passenger terminal, U.S. Customs, and air cargo facilities. 

The associated 75-foot wide entrance t axiways range from A1 through A3. These entrance 

taxiways provide aircraft access to the runway and help facilitate the fluid mo vement of 

aircraft.  This taxiway network is designed to TDG-5 width 3 standards. 

¶ Taxiway B  is a 50-foot wide connector taxiway that  provides access from the Runway 7 End to 

Parallel Taxiway A (Runway End 13).  The terminal apron is located off this taxiway as well.  

¶ Taxiway C  is a 40-foot wide connector  taxiway that  provides access from the center of the 

crosswind runway (7/25 ) to the 13 End of Runway 13/31 . This taxiway is weight restricted . 

¶ Taxiway A1  is a 65-foot wide taxiway that connects the north  section of the general aviation 

apron t o Runway 13/31 . 

¶ Taxiway A2  is a 50-foot wide taxiway that connects the center section of the general aviation 

apron to Runway 13/31 . 

¶ Taxiway A3  is a 65-foot wide taxiway that connects the southern section the general aviation 

apron to Runway 13/31 . 

In the most recent FAA Part 139 Certification letter, no hot spots were identified.  As defined by FAA, 

òHot Spotsó are locations on an airport with a history of potential risk of collision or runway incursion 

where heightened attention by pilots and drivers is necessary.  

HOLDING BAYS 

PIR does not currently have any holding bays. 

TAXILANES 

PIR is served by various low-speed taxilanes that provide access from the aprons to individual general 

aviation hangar areas. Locations are generally depicted  in Figure 2 -3.  

APRONS 

There are three (3)  distinct  aircraft apron areas at  PIR. Locations are identified in Figure 2 -4: 

Commercial Service, Corporate , and Cargo Service Areas and  Figure 2 -5: General Aviation Area .  

Apron areas serve the loading, unloading, parking , and maneuvering needs of commercial airlines, air  

cargo, and general aviation operators. 

                                                 
3 TDG standards were developed in FAA Advisory Circular 150/5300-13A.  
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¶ Commercial Service Apron  is a concrete surface comprising 12,800 square yards and serves as 

the commercial service apron . 

¶ Corporate and Cargo  Apron  is a concrete surface comprising 3,800 square yards, located just 

south of the commercial service area and is dedicated for the snow removal equipment 

building and maintenance shop.  

¶ General Aviation Apron  is a multiuse apron, which is comprised of concrete (north end) and 

asphalt (middle and south ends); it comprises approximately 65,000 square yards.   The north 

end of the apron is primarily used for  the Airport Firefighting and Rescue  (ARFF) service, 

airport storage, and the fuel depot.  The airport FBO, Mustang Aviation, is also located on this 

end of the apron along with several corporate size hangars  and the air cargo operations .  The 

middle p ortion of the apron is comprised of 29 painted tie down spots for ADG Type 1 and 2 

aircraft.  The southern portion of the apron is dedicated  to access for general aviation uses. 

Table 2-7 ς Apron Area Summary 

Source: PIR Pavement Condition Report (2015) , KLJ Analysis 

 

Identifier  Primary Purpose  Area (Square Yards)  

Commercial Service Scheduled Airlines (Public) 12,800 

Corporate and Cargo  Airfield Support  3,800 

General Aviation Irregular Operations (Public)  65,000 

TOTAL 81,600  
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FIGURE 2-4 ς Commercial, Corporate, and Cargo Service Areas 



 

Pierre Regional Airport : Airport Master Plan Study   September 2017July 2017  Draft  
Chapter 2: Facility & Environmental Inventory   Page 2-18 

FIGURE 2-5 ς General Aviation Area  

 
  


























































